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E.O. 11652 N/A 
TAGS: PFORYO 

SUBJECT: CANCELLATION OF TITO TRAVEL PLANS 
REF: BELGRADE 0731 NOTAL 

1. TANJUG ANNOUNCED SHORTLY BEFORE 1700 FEBRUARY 15 (EMBARGOED UNTIL 
1800 (BELGRADE TIME) THAT TITO VISIT TO HUNGARY "DELAYED" BY AGREEMENT 

BOTH SIDES 'FOR A SHORT TIME". TANJUG ALSO ANNOUNCED EARLIER IN DAY 
IN NEARLY IDENTICAL LANGUAGE DELAY OF VISIT OF EYGPTIAN FORMIN FAHMY 
SCHEDULED TO BEGIN TODAY. 

2. WHILE NEVER OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED IT WAS GENERALLY 
KNOWN HERE THAT TITO WAS PLANNING AFRICAN TRIP IN 
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MARCH TO INCLUDE FOLLOWING COUNTRIES: MAURITANIA, GHANA. 
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ZAMBIA, ZAIRE, CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC, TANZANIA. PURPOSE 
OF VISIT WAS IN EACH CASE EITHER TO RETURN EARLIER VISITS 
HERE OF CHIEFS OF STATE, OR REESTABLISH HIGH-LEVEL CONTACTS 
FOLLOWING INSTALLATION OF NEW GOVERNMENTS. AMBASSADOR OF 
ONE OF THE COUNTRIES TO BE VISITED HAS CONFIRMED TODAY 
TO EMBASSY THAT THE VISIT HAS NOW BEEN POSTPONED. 

THERE WAS NO PARTICULAR URGENCY TO IT, HE EXPLAINED, 

IT HAVING BEEN ENVISAGED TRIP WOULD COME UP SOMETIME IN 
FIRST HALF OF 1974. IT HAS NOW BEEN PUT OFF UNTIL SECOND 
HALF OF YEAR. ONLY EXPLANATION EMBASSY SOURCE COULD GIVE 
WAS "MARCH IS VERY HOT TIME TO BE VISITING AFRICA". 

3. COMMENT: CANCELLATION HUNGARIAN VISIT PARTICULARLY SURPRISING 
SINCE IT WAS OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED ONLY YESTERDAY AND FEATURED IN 
TODAY'S PRESS. CANCELLATION OF FAHMY VISIT MAKES IT CLEAR THAT 
PROBLEM, WHATEVER IT IS, IS IN BELGRADE. THESE EVENTS BOUND TO 
GIVE RISE TO CONJECTURE RE TITO'S HEALTH. HE RETURNED ONLY FEBRUARY 7 
FROM GRUELING ME AND SOUTH ASIAN TOUR. AT FAREWELL CEREMONY FOR 
PRESIDENT ECHIVERRIA TODAY, TITO SEEMED CUSTOMARILY STIFF AND 
TOTALLY LACKING IN ANIMATION, BUT HIS GAIT SEEMED FIRM ENOUGH 
DURING LONG TREK FROM AIRPORT ENTRANCE TO PLANE AND BACK. 

JOHNSON 
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